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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: BEXP XB 

SUBJECT EC DIRECTIVE ON STANDARD OF FILL FOR BEER CONTAINERS 

REF: STATE 153339 

1 . IN RESPONDING TO OUR REPRESENTATIONS, MINISTRY OF ECON- 
OMIC AFFAIRS OFFICIALS INTIALLY STATED THAT EC EFFORTS TO 
LIMIT BEER CONTAINER SIZES HAD PROGRESSED SO FAR AT THE TECH- 
NICAL LEVEL AS TO MAKE IT VERY DIFFICULT TO INTERVENE TO 
ACHIEVE DESIRED US ALTERNATIONS. AFTER OUR FURTHER PROB 
ING, IT APPEARED THAT DUTCH INDUSTRY TECHNICIANS WERE COM- 
MITTED TO EC PROPOSALS AND THAT EC EFFORT HAD ENDORSEMENT 
OF DUTCH CONSUMER ADVOCATE GROUPS SINCE THEY BELIEVE PRO- 
GRESS IN LIMITING BEER SIZES WILL BE MAJOR STEP TOWARD 
ACHIEVING MORE GENERAL CONSUMER PRODUCT STANDARDIZATION. 

2. NEVERTHELESS, AS A RESULT OF OUR MOST RECENT RE- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PRESENTATIONS, MINISTRY OFFICIALS HAVE NOW DECIDED TO 
RAISE THE ISSUE WITH EC COMMISSION AND SUGGEST THAT AN 
EFFORT BE MADE TO ACCOMMODATE US. IN ADDITON, MINISTRY 
IS EXPLORING POSSIBILITY OF PERMITTING 12 OUNCE CON 
CTAINERS TO CONTINUE TO ENJOY ACCESS TO NETHERLANDS AFTER 
1981. ONE MINISTRY OFFICIAL ALSO SUGGESTED THAT US 
BEER EXPORTERS MIGHT CONSIDER POSSIBILITY OF LABELING 
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THEIR 12 OUNCE CONTAINERS AS 33 CENTILITERS AS HE BELIEVES 
THERE MIGHT BE NO SERIOUS OBJECTION TO IMPORTATION IN AT 
LEAST SOME EC COUNTRIES OF CONTAINERS SO LABELED WHETHER 
FILLED WITH 33 OR 35 CENTILITERS OF BEER. 

BROWN 
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